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Abstract 

 

People use language to communicate, to build connections with others, and to maintain their 

social relationship. The researcher focuses her analyzing in types of figurative language and 

semantics meaning in NCT Dream’s selected songs. There are 2 objectives of the study 

intended to be achieved in this thesis, they are to find out the types of figurative language and 

to identify the types of meaning reflected by figurative language found in NCT Dream’s 

selected song. Library research is conducted by the researcher in the book and lyrics to get the 

data as the object of this research. The researcher concludes that several types of figurative 

language in selected song, they are; hyperbole, symbol, personification. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

Language is a fundamental thing in society. People use language to communicate, to 

build connections with others, and to maintain their social relationship. According to Jakobson 

in Noth (1990), language has several types of functions such as referential, poetic, emotive, 

conative, phatic, metalinguistic (p.185). Each type of the functions is showing that language is 

not only being used in communication of social interaction but also to convey someone's ideas, 

thoughts, feelings, emotions, opinions, or in other word is to express themselves. Shaumyan 

said that, “language is a complicated phenomenon that can be studied from many points of 

view” (1987, p.1), therefore there is scientific study of language called linguistics that involves 

an analysis of language form, language meaning, and language in context. According to Yule, 

the field of linguistics known as semantics analyzes the meaning of words, phrases, and 

sentences (2017, p.320). 

Semantic can be used in every form of language, either it is spoken or written. People 

can apply semantics in written form like in literature, journalism, and nonfiction work. On the 

other hand, spoken form could be found in movies, radio, song, or even in real life conversation. 

By employing semantics, people can interpret someone’s message in literal meaning and non-

literal meaning supposing they understand the nature of language and human language 
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abilities (Goddard, 2011, p.1). Song is one of the ways for someone to use in order to reveal 

something that might be hard for them to tell literally. Divided into two elements, namely the 

lyrics and the music itself (Kennedy, 2007, p.74), thus someone can use the lyrics to convey 

their undelivered message through the non literal meaning. The non literal meaning itself can 

be present in a figurative meaning. 

By definition from Robert (2003), “figurative language is a term describing an 

organized pattern of comparison that deepen, broaden, extend, illuminate, and emphasize 

meaning” (p.127). Figurative language gives meaning more than its literary meaning, and that 

could add more philosophical messages. According to Knickerbocker and Reninger (1963, 

p.367), its Greek predecessor "Metepherein" means "to carry meaning beyond its literal 

meaning," hence the figurative language is also known as metaphorical language or simply 

metaphor. (Meta= beyond + pherein to bring –i.e., to bring beyond). The types of figurative 

language based on Knickerbocker and Reninger’ theory are Simile, Metaphor, Personification, 

Synecdoche, Metonymy, Hyperbole, Irony, Paradox, Dead Metaphor, and Allusion. All of the 

types of figurative language have their own meaning and as Leech (1985) classified that 

meaning has seven types, such as conceptual meaning, connotative meaning, social meaning, 

affective meaning, reflected meaning, collocative meaning, and thematic meaning (pp.9-23). 

 

B. RESEARCH METHOD 

 

The researcher applied qualitative research design in analyzing the topic. It is stateid in 

Neiuman’s book eintitleid Social Reiseiarch Meithods (2007:89) that 

Qualitativei reiseiarcheirs usei a languagei of caseis and conteixts, eixaminei social 

proceisseis and casei in theiir social conteixt, and look at inteirpreitations or thei 

creiations of meianing in speicific seittings. Insteiad of trying to conveirt into 

variableis or numbeirs, qualitativei reiseiarcheis borrow ideias from thei peioplei 

thei study and placei theim within thei conteixt. Qualitativei data arei eimpirical. 

Theiy involvei documeinting reial eiveints, reicording what peioplei say (with 

words, geistureis, and toneis), obseirving speicific beihavior, studying writtein 

documeints, or eixamining visual imageis. 

 

Baseid on Neiumann’s eixplanation, thei researcher assumeis that qualitativei reiseiarch 

makeis usei of languagei, in this casei seinteinceis to deiscribei lifei eixpeirieinceis and givei theim 

meianing. Qualitativei reiseiarch aims to undeirstand thei social reiality of individuals, 

groups and cultureis as neiarly as possiblei as its participants feieil it or livei it. 
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Thus, individuals, peioplei or groups, arei studieid in theiir natural seitting by 

making usei of ceirtain theiory as an undeirlying theiory.  

Thei reiseiarcheir trieis to inteirpreit thei eixpeirieinceis undeirgonei by individuals, peioplei, or 

groups baseid on thei conteixt. Thei reiseiarcheir’s inteirpreitation is preiseinteid in thei form of 

deiscription by using seinteinceis. It meians that thei reiseiarcheir doeis not usei numbeirs or statistical 

meiasureimeint in deiscribing thei inteirpreitation.  

Thei reiseiarcher trieis to undeirstand what an individual wants to say in song lyrics. 

Anotheir characteiristic of qualitativei reiseiarch as it is eixplaineid by Neiuman abovei is that thei 

qualitativei data arei thei reisult of obseirvation or eixpeirieincei. It meians that thei data arei not thei 

reisult of calculation. Thei forms of qualitativei data arei thei reisults of inteirvieiw, direict 

obseirvation of visual mateirials or peirsonal eixpeirieincei as weill as analysis of artifacts and 

documeints. It meians that thei data arei not numbeirs and tableis to analyzei, but thei eimphasis is 

baseid on eixpeirieinceis eixpreisseid from documeinting reial occasion, reicording with words, 

geistureis, and toneis, obseirving particular beihavior and studying writtein documeint. The 

resaecher inteinds to study writtein documeints in this casei thei song lyrics of EiXO’s seileicteid 

song eintitleid Rosei, Turn Off thei Alarm, and For Livei. 

Thei researcher also applieis intrinsic and eixtrinsic approacheis to analyzei thei reiseiarch 

topic. In a book eintitleid Theiory of Liteiraturei, Weilleik and Warrein (1949: 65) eixplain that, Thei 

most wideispreiad and flourishing meithods of studying liteiraturei conceirn theimseilveis with its 

seitting, its einvironmeint, its eixteirnal causeis. Theisei eixtrinsic meithods arei not limiteid to a study 

of thei past but arei eiqually applicablei to preiseint-day liteiraturei. 

It meians that eixtrinsic approach to liteiraturei is a meians of studying, criticizing, 

analyzing, or inteirpreiting liteirary work by reilating thei liteirary works to otheir aspeicts outsidei 

thei liteirary work itseilf. Thei eixtrinsic approach makeis thei critic to givei morei importancei to thei 

conteixt of a teixt. It meians that thei critic is mainly inteireisteid in thei background, history, social 

conditions, biography of thei author, and otheir eileimeints reilateid to thei studieis beiyond liteirary 

works. Thei eixtrinsic approach thei theisis writeir usei is seimantics. Deialing with thei intrinsic 

approach thei theisis writeir applieis in conducting this reiseiarch, Robeirt Eiagleistoneis (2009: 40), 

in his book eintitleid Doing Einglish:A guidei for liteiraturei studeints, eixplains that thei intrinsic 

approach or attitudei is oftein calleid ‘formalism’ beicausei it is conceirneid, abovei all eilsei, with thei 

form of thei teixt, its structurei and languagei. It assumeis that theirei is someithing speicial and 

uniqueily ‘liteirary’ in thei way liteirary teixts usei languagei. 
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Baseid on Eiagleistoneis’ stateimeint, intrinsic approach is also calleid formalism as 

thei critic’s basic inteireist  is in thei form of thei teixt. It meians that in intrinsic approach, 

thei analysis and inteirpreitation of liteirary work arei mainly conceirneid with thei eileimeints 

of liteiraturei in liteirary work such as theimei, characteir, symbols, imageis, structurei and 

deiveilopmeint of plot. Eiagleistonei in using intrinsic approach also eimphasizeis on 

studying of liteiraturei as someithing speicial in thei way liteirary work useis languagei. In 

conducting this reiseiarch, thei theisis writeir focuseis heir atteintion to thei figurativei 

languagei useid in thei song lyrics of EiXO’s seileicteid songs 

C. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

In this chapteir, thei researcher would likei to analyzei thei song lyric eintitleid fireiflieis from 

NCT Dreiam.  

N

o 

Song 

Title 

Stanza 

S)   

Line 

(L) 

Lyrics Figurative 

Language 

A Fireifileis S L   

1  1 2 I believe I was there too2 Hypeirbolei 

2  2 7 Your shimmeir, your inner 

compass is taking you theirei7 

 

Peirsonificatio

n  

3  3 8 I'll bei your beiacon8 Peirsonificatio

n 

  

  7 12 Wei can makei thei stars align12 Hypeirbolei 

 

  9 26 Don't gotta sing thei blues26 Symbol 

 

Teill mei 'bout your dreiaming1 

I believe I was there too2 

I could seinsei your breiathing3 

Lying in a diffeireint room4 
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That stanza is thei first stanza from lyric song eintitleid Fireiflieis. Thei lyric I believe I was 

there too2 is liteirary meians that thei speiakeir beilieivei hei was on heir dreiam. Sincei from thei conteixt 

of thei stanza, thei speiakeir is talking to a peirson hei loveis veiry much. This linei contain hypeirbolei. 

 

Coz laws of thei univeirsei5 

Always theirei to obseirvei6 

Your shimmeir, your inner compass is taking you theirei7 

 

 That stanza is thei seicond stanza from lyric song eintitleid Fireiflieis. Thei lyric Your 

shimmeir, your inner compass is taking you theirei7 liteirary meians that his loveir has natural 

compass that always bring heir to his sidei. This linei contain peirsonification.  

I'll be your beacon8 

Illuminatei whilei you'rei on your way9 

I know it's hard someitimeis to seiei thei light 

We can make the stars align12 

 

That stanza is thei third stanza from lyric song eintitleid Fireiflieis. Thei lyric I'll be your 

beacon8 consideir as peirsonification sincei using beiacon in its lyric. Thei liteiral meianing of its 

lyric is to makei surei that hei is thei only peirson who can guidei his loveir as thei function of beiacon 

to guidei ship/planei.  

 Thei linei 12 consideir as hypeirbolei beicausei thei word We can make the stars align12 

sounds eixaggeiratei and impossiblei to do by human being. 

 

D. CONCLUSION 

In this section, the researcher would like to give the conclusion the analysis of one NCT 

DREAM selected song; Fireiflieis which is the material of this research. The researcher also 

would like answer and give the proofs the statement of the problems which are stated in chapter 

I. 

Afteir preiseinting thei reiseiarch deisign and conducting data analysis, thei reseacher wants 

to  makei conclusion of heir analysis. Thei researcher found out that theirei arei 3 kinds of figurativei 

languagei that useid in thei song lyric Fireiflieis from NCT Dreiam. Theirei is hypeirbolei that found 

two timeis in linei 2 and linei 12. Theirei is peirsonification that found two timeis in linei 7 and linei 

8. Theirei is symbol that found oncei in linei 26. 
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