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Abstract The condition of community radio is always linked to its ability as a medium to
provide diversity of information amid a homogeneous media industry dominated by
conglomerates. On the other hand, they are very likely to experience powerlessness, mainly due
to the narrow dichotomy formalised by regulations. This study focused on four radio stations in
Yogyakarta: Saka FM, BBM FM, Swaka FM, and Angkringan FM. This study examined the
dynamics of community radio in managing community issues and how it can remain relevant to
its communities. This qualitative research used a collective case study method. Data were
collected through in-depth interviews with four community radio managers, broadcasters and
experts, as well as direct observation at each radio station. The rhizome perspective was used to
analyse the findings. The study concluded that community radio stations have stagnated in
capturing the reality of their communities, especially socio-political issues. Secondly, the
relevance of community radio stations to their communities is not based on their ability to
address community issues, but rather on their role as entertainment media. These results
indicate that it is difficult for radio stations to function as rhizomes as catalysts and to build
interconnections.
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INTRODUCTION

The media situation, in general, is coloured by the presence of technology (Chaparro-
Dominguez et al., 2025; Newman, 2026). However, the media landscape in Indonesia can also
be described in two ways: business and content. From a business perspective, it is characterised
by conglomeration, resulting in a homogeneous ownership configuration centred on certain
media groups (Masduki & D'Haenens, 2022; Nugroho et al., 2013; Syarief, 2025; Zuhri et al.,
2023). For example, Global Media Com (MNC, Global TV, RCTI, iNews), CT Corp (Trans TV, CNN
Indonesia, CNBC Indonesia, Detik), Media Group (Metro TV, Media Indonesia, Metrotvnews) and
others. Meanwhile, from a content perspective, there are signs of Jakarta-centrism. This term
refers to the tendency for media content to focus solely on events in Jakarta and other major
cities, such as Surabaya and Bandung (A. Adam, 2018; Masroni, 2023).
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This situation risks the disappearance of specific regional and community issues from
the national media. The disappearance can be anticipated through a network broadcasting
mechanism by establishing network stations and local stations (Armando, 2014; Undang-
Undang RI Nomor 32 Tahun 2002 Tentang Penyiaran, 2002) and by digitalising television
broadcasting (Rahayu et al., 2025). However, this has not affected content diversity because local
media are affiliated with national media owners, and the industry environment is unfavourable
(Rahayu et al., 2025; Setiawan, 2024). Another reason is that regional and community issues are
considered less interesting and generate little advertising revenue.

Seeing this reality, local, minority, and ‘less national’ issues are at risk of not getting a
place in national media (Birowo, 2004; Haryono et al., 2024). Efforts to address regional and
community problems are reflected in Law No. 32 of 2002 concerning Broadcasting. The law
regulates the existence of community media by referring to them as Community Broadcasting
Institutions (Lembaga Penyiaran Komunitas or LPK). Community Broadcasting Institutions are
media that aim to educate and advance society in achieving prosperity by implementing various
programs that include culture, education, and information that depict the nation's identity
(Undang-Undang RI Nomor 32 Tahun 2002 Tentang Penyiaran, 2002).

Community broadcast media also carries out the mandate of the law as non-commercial
media established by specific communities and is independent (Undang-Undang RI Nomor 32
Tahun 2002 Tentang Penyiaran, 2002). No media in Indonesia has a particular character like that
of Community Broadcasting Institutions (CBI). The presence of CBI is essential because the
diversity of information and media content is a form of media service to the public, especially the
community (C. Adam, 2022; Amadu, 2025; Carpentier et al., 2003a; Putra & Damayanti, 2021).
The public served is based not only on number and location (for example, popular locations such
as the national capital) but also on the extent to which the media can provide a representative
perspective and space for various community interests and social and political realities of local
politics (Adebayo et al., 2022; Howley, 2007; Sjuchro et al., 2024). A media content perspective
that relies on the interests and needs of a particular community is critical because it is through
this media that community empowerment can be developed through a more egalitarian
approach grounded in that community's unique interests.

Not only that, but the presence of CBI can also serve as a counterweight to media
conglomerates, as they are required to support themselves to continue operating and present a
broader range of issues (Masduki & D'Haenens, 2022). However, the limited funding and the lack
of discourse about community media in Indonesia may mean this media is not sufficiently
capable of emerging as a new force.

Community media and radio are at a crossroads with such realities. On one hand, itis a
medium of resistance to the domination of national or mainstream media. On the other hand,
community media is very likely to experience powerlessness due to regulations, limited reach,
minimal community participation, and limited operational funds (M & Urrahmah, 2025; Moffat et
al., 2025; Mpehongwa, 2024).

This intersectional perspective on community media is also evident in research
conducted in Indonesia on a range of topics. For example, some studies focus more on
community radio from an alternative radio perspective (Fudholi & Eddyono, 2025; Mubaroqg &
Qur'aini, 2023; Sitepu et al., 2024) or its development amidst technological dynamics (Ashrianto
et al., 2024; M & Urrahmah, 2025). Community radio in Indonesia is also frequently studied in
relation to regulation (Budiman, 2014; Eddyono & Hanathasia, 2018; Sjuchro, 2017;
Wahyuningsih, 2014; Widyaningrum & Setiawan, 2017; Yudaninggar, 2019) and participation
(Birowo, 2010; Gustavito & Nasdian, 2021; Sjuchro et al., 2021).

Given existing research gaps, the researchers objective is to break out of this pattern by
using a rhizome perspective as an analytical tool. By adopting it, community media is no longer
viewed through a commercial or alternative polarisation lens. Instead, it builds a new perspective
that places community radio at the centre and complements other entities.

The rhizome approach, based on rhizomatic and arbolic thinking initiated by Deleuze,
stems from integrating various approaches in viewing community media. Arbolic is a linear,
hierarchical, and sedentary structure that can be represented as a genealogical tree, with
branches that continue to divide into smaller categories (Santana & Carpentier, 2010).
Meanwhile, rhizomatic is closely related to alternatives because it is nonlinear, anarchic, and
nomadic. According to Deleuze, rhizomes differ from trees or roots because they connect from
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one point to another (Santana & Carpentier, 2010). Thus, this approach is also integrated with
the issues of CBI described above.

Based on the problem, this research focuses on the situation of four community radio
stations. The Special Region of Yogyakarta was selected because it is a province with a large
number of community radio stations in Indonesia. Data shows that as of 2008, there were 38
community radio stations in operation (Kompas Cyber Media, 2009).

Based on this background, we developed two research questions. First, what are the
dynamics of community radio in managing community issues in Yogyakarta? Second, how can
community radio remain relevant to its community?

METHODOLOGY

The above problem statement was addressed through a descriptive case study that aimed to
detail a phenomenon (Yin, 2003). A collective case study was chosen because the researcher felt
it was necessary to explore several community radio stations in Yogyakarta to provide a more
detailed and comprehensive picture of the dynamics of community radio in managing
community issues and the approaches they take to remain relevant to their communities.

In this research, the researchers interviewed four resource persons from community
radio stations in Yogyakarta, selected based on the year of establishment and the content
broadcast. This variation was used to capture the complex and distinct dynamics between four
radio stations. These resource persons were selected based on several criteria: they had
previously or still managed community radio and were directly involved in program design.

Researchers also interviewed the NGO Combine Research Institution (CRI), an expert on
social issues, including community media. Data from experts is used to view the community radio
situation at a macro level, to connect the dynamics and micro realities across different radio
stations. Table 1 below shows the detailed data.

Table 1. Details of sources and radio station

No Name Position Radio Explanation
institution
1 Source 1 Senior broadcaster BBM FM The Minomartani Cultural Centre (Sleman Regency)
and manager supports BBM FM. This radio station has been

broadcasting since 1995 under the name Radio
Suket Teki. To date, the radio station has been
operating on a specific frequency.

Content focus: culture
2 Source 2 Manager & Swaka FM Founded and managed by the Gilangharjo Pandak
broadcaster community in Bantul Regency, the station operates
on 107.7 FM. They obtained their broadcasting
license in 2019 and are still operating today.

Content focus: culture
3 Source 3 Station manager & Saka FM Saka FM is located at the Great Mosque of Kauman
broadcaster and broadcast from 2012 to 2024 on frequency
107.9. A board of directors manages the radio
station under the auspices of the Great Mosque of
Kauman.

Content focus: Islamic religion
4 Source 4 Founder & Angkringan  Founded by residents of Timbulharjo Village,
broadcaster FM Bantul Regency, from 2000 to 2006. Before
becoming a radio, it initially took the form of a local
information bulletin.

Content focus: Entertainment and local information

5 Source 5 Expert Combine NGOs that have been concerned with community
Research issues since 2001 to the present
Institution

Source: Author (2025)

Apart from conducting qualitative interviews, the researchers also conducted direct
qualitative observations on the community radio under study. This strategy aims to develop the
interview results and capture the real situations each radio station faces. Direct qualitative
observation was conducted by visiting the radio broadcast production both inside and outside

255



The rhizome perspective: a case study on community radio in Yogyakarta, Indonesia- doi: 10.25139/jsk.v10i1.11089
Yustitia, S.

the studio (live and taping programs). The observation was mainly conducted on radio stations
that are still operating today, namely Swaka FM, BBM FM and Saka FM (still operating when the
observation was conducted). Not only that, but the researchers also observed their website and
social media platform to understand how they try to connect with the audience and what is
relevant to them.

The various data sources used also enhanced the research's validity. Furthermore,
validity was achieved through the research process by connecting the findings from one
community radio station with those from other community radio stations, including the
involvement of experts as sources (outside the four community radio stations).

After all interviews and observations were completed, the researcher conducted a
thorough reflection on the field findings. Furthermore, data analysis involves collecting open
data based on asking general questions and developing analytical results from information
submitted by participants (Creswell, 2009; Creswell & Miller, 2000, p. 200).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The following discussion answers two questions: the dynamics of community radio in managing
community issues and how it can remain relevant to its communities. In addition, the researcher
will also analyse several findings using a rhizome perspective

The dynamics of community radio in managing community issues

Each region in Yogyakarta has distinct community characteristics and the issues that accompany
them. The community issues referred to here originate from local communities exposed to
community radio emissions. The research findings show that some community radios have
experienced stagnation in capturing community realities. Even though it was initially founded
with community support, once it received permission and went on the air, it was no longer a
reference. The idealism of community media, which carries community issues, is no longer the
basis for managing event programs.

Furthermore, research demonstrates that the availability of technology is not always the
key to community radio growth. The community's interconnectedness is more crucial. From
Rhizome's perspective, community media's inability to address societal issues further
disconnects them from local communities. This condition poses a significant problem, even
more than technological or regulatory issues.

The rhizome approach sees community media as a medium for ‘connecting one dot to
another’. According to Deleuze, community media is imagined as a fluid civil society network
connected to civil society organisations and other social movements (non-media) through this
approach (Carpentier, 2016). In brief, the rhizome approach highlights fluidity in society and
media (de Regt, 2024; Santana & Carpentier, 2010).

Therefore, there are at least three aspects that can be used to look at community media
through this rhizome approach, namely the role of community media as a crossroads for civil
society, the nature of community media, which is difficult to understand, and its interconnection,
and connectedness with the market and the state (Carpentier, 2007; Santana & Carpentier,
2010).

Meanwhile, technological innovations, including the use of social media, can expand
broadcast reach but do not always make them more connected to their communities. This
condition is because they are not involved in trans-local networks, either in terms of
organisational structure or broadcast content.

According to Deleuze, the role of community media also lies in serving as a crossroads
for civil society, its relationship with the state, and the market. Community media is not just an
actor in a rhizome network but also a catalyst, acting as a meeting point for various organisations
and movements. Media is a place and space where people from diverse organisations, social
movements, and struggles can meet and collaborate (Carpentier, 2007, 2016).

The findings above are evident in in-depth interviews conducted by researchers with
Swaka FM and Saka FM, who have different vision bases, technology adoption, and management
approaches. Saka FM is a community radio station with the tagline “media friendship” (in
Indonesian: media silahturahim). The radio was initially managed by the Kauman people of
Yogyakarta City (one of the cities in the Special Region of Yogyakarta). Program guidelines and
content are limited to this radio's vision, which carries Islamic messages.
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According to source 3, at the outset of its establishment, Islamic content was broadcast
openly and clearly. However, to expand the audience segment and make it easier to spread
messages or information via social media, the management agreed to convey the Islamic
message more softly. The proportion of Saka FM's broadcasts is dominated by entertainment
and music, while the remainder comprises information and education. The talk show programis
one of the most widely produced because Saka FM wants to reach out to more communities.

The shift in Saka FM's content shows they are gradually distancing themselves from civil
society, specifically the surrounding community. Entertainment and music content can be
produced independently by individuals. At this point, Saka FM is unable to act as a catalyst for
civil society movements, whether in the political, social or cultural spheres. The technology
adopted by Saka FM is seen only as a tool for disseminating content, rather than as a space for
bringing together the ideas, aspirations and struggles of the local community. Thus, the
relevance and interconnection between Saka FM and the community are increasingly lost.

A different condition happened to Swaka FM, which aired from Kauman Gilangharjo,
Pandak, Bantul Regency, Yogyakarta. When it first aired in 2019, Swaka was an acronym for Swara
Kauman (meaning ‘voice’ in Indonesian). Kauman refers to the location where this radio studio is
broadcast. Over time, the acronym Swaka was changed to Swara Budaya (which means 'culture
voice'). With the broader connotation of this acronym, they hope to focus more on elevating and
communicating community culture. The educational function of culture is also part of their
idealism.

Swaka FM was born out of its founder's concerns. Source 2 said that the world, including
Indonesia, was hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. According to him, at that moment, all the
residents of Kauman felt suffering. This condition is made worse by the lack of entertainment.
The only entertainment channel, namely television, is thought to worsen their psychological
condition because it always reports on the COVID-19 virus. With cultural entertainment content
such as ketoprak, macapat (art from Java), live karaoke, and occasional talk shows with local
district offices, Swaka FM exists today.

Source 2 stated that the idea for an event program was not based solely on the
community's needs but also on the broadcaster's interests. According to source 2, the difficulty
of recruiting broadcasters means they are not too strict in using the criteria for who can broadcast
on Swaka FM. As long as the broadcaster's broadcast interests are not far from cultural themes,
they can broadcast on this radio.

The condition of Swaka FM shows that interconnection is crucial to the survival of
community radio. Although Swaka FM's technology is not as sophisticated as Saka's, Swaka
shows that interconnection with the community can keep it relevant. The presence of Swaka FM
is a breakthrough in the rigidity of organisations and the public media market (Carpentier, 2007,
2016). The organisation of community radio, which is far from standardised, makes Swaka FM
accessible to anyone. This fact is beyond the reach of non-community media.

Angkringan FM experienced a different situation. Angkringan FM has been operating
since 2000, beginning with the Angkringan bulletin. In Javanese, ‘angkring’ means sitting
relaxed. Meanwhile, ‘angkringan’ refers to a cart used to buy and sell food (Prasetyo, 2019).

One of the founders, namely source 4, described the situation when they were first
formed: Indonesia was marked by strong reformist sentiment. At that time, the New Order
regime had just collapsed (1998) and was replaced by a reform regime that carried out a series
of fundamental changes towards democratisation. The change in regime from completely
centralised to completely decentralised coloured the origins of this radio.

Initially, the Angkringan bulletin contained light news. Still, they raised sensitive issues
over time using an investigative reporting model, including exposing corruption in aid to citizens
through the Direct Cash Assistance policy. This bulletin is generally driven by journalism
coverage, working like a weekly magazine. Each journalist must submit an issue or idea for
coverage, and then an idea selection process will occur. This idea-selection process
unconsciously makes journalists more sensitive and political when they encounter problems.

When radio was first developed, it consisted only of small talk. This characteristic is
identical to the connotation of angkringan, which is directly taken from the bulletin's name. The
news in the bulletin is deepened on the radio. The announcer discusses this with data and
information interspersed with songs. Journalism products on the radio are not as dense as
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bulletins. Conversations about sensitive matters are not necessarily conveyed on the radio. New
issues must also be verified before they become material for the broadcaster's conversation.

Increasingly, Angkringan FM radio not only deepened the content of its bulletins but
also began broadcasting live village representative council sessions, especially discussions of
important issues. At that time, the response from residents was very warm, marked by incoming
readers' letters or SMS (Short Message Service) to the editor of Angkringan FM. Residents are
also more proactive in conveying information they feel is essential to Angkringan FM, hoping it
will be followed up on in the news.

This point shows how interconnectedness is the primary source of community media's
existence. Angkringan FM, both as a radio station and a social entity, continuously builds
relationships with its community. Interconnectedness and non-hierarchical structure are the main
characteristics of rhizomes. In the case of community media, this relationship applies to the
critical role it can play in civil society and to the relationships it and other civil organisations can
build with the state and society. Without losing its original identity, the market becomes
incorporated and assimilated (Santana & Carpentier, 2010).

However, Angkringan FM's failure to understand the community's needs, especially in
the aftermath of natural disasters and changing public dynamics, made it difficult to maintain
connections with the community. When Yogyakarta was hit by an earthquake (2006) and Mount
Merapi erupted (2010), Angkringan FM continued to play a significant role in disseminating
information and advocating for residents, especially regarding aid distribution to affected
residents. Angkringan FM stopped broadcasting in 2010 due to a lack of human resources to
mobilise it and minimal involvement from the local community.

Meanwhile, BBM FM radio is the most established radio among all the community radio
stations researchers interviewed. BBM FM was born in 1995 with the name Radio Suket Teki. In
the 1997-1998 period, they were not actively broadcasting but resumed operations in 2000
under the BBM FM brand. BBM FM is a radio station owned by the Minomartani Cultural Centre
or Balai Budaya Minomartani (Minomartani is where the cultural hall is located). Developing
event programs and content involves cultural hall activities, such as wayang performances. The
event program is very diverse and designed with high professionalism.

The various BBM FM programs can be accessed via Radio Garden (radio.garden) and
the Radio BBM YouTube channel. Professionally, BBM FM is also actively participating in radio
development grants. For example, in 2024, BBM FM received an Indonesian government grant
for the Institutional Support Program, managed by the Directorate of Culture of the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Research, Technology and Higher Education. This grant is used to revitalise
broadcast programs and facilities.

Researcher interviews with BBM FM managers indicate that its advantage lies in its
reliance on qualified, multidisciplinary personnel. According to source 1, by relying on individual
networks and on the Minomartani Cultural Centre's presence, they overcame the challenges of
community radio, which often ceased operating due to a lack of continuity.

BBM FM's vision is to be an educational information channel that disseminates
knowledge, especially on Javanese and Indonesian culture, within the framework of preservation
and development. According to researchers, this means BBM FM must expand its broadcast
network. Source 1 said that they also target the diaspora abroad so they can enjoy their
broadcasts via streaming.

Broadcast programs containing gending, wayang (art from Java) and musical content
are also a way to continue to exist and embrace the community. BBM FM managers say this is
also a differentiator from other radio stations, as they are the only ones producing content like
this.

From the researcher's perspective, the success of BBM FM is the result of
interconnectivity, manifested in community involvement, the use of technology, and programme
events as a communication medium. The existence of BBM FM on the radio garden platform
shows that discussions about community radio are irrelevant to geographical polarisation.
Government funding achieved through the Indonesian programme also indicates that it cannot
be viewed as pro-government or the opposite. Community claims emerge from the identity built
and the involvement of the surrounding community, both in terms of content and management.
At this point, discussions about distance-radius limitations, technology, and regulations become
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irrelevant. This condition means that, in a broader sense, Law No. 32 concerning Broadcasting
and Ministerial Regulation No. 39 of 2012 are far behind the times.

Another detailed finding is that radio content does not discuss typical Yogyakarta issues,
such as the rubbish problem, crime (glitches), low minimum wages, and local political dynamics.
BBM FM made this issue into news content in the form of a flash, which is hard news. Meanwhile,
Saka FM and Swaka FM chose not to discuss it directly.

Saka FM management avoids discussing emerging socio-political issues. When
Indonesia held a presidential election, Saka FM facilitated the General Election Commissions in
their outreach. However, the chronicles and problems surrounding elections at the national and
local levels have not been discussed in depth or critically.

Swaka FM also provides a portion of the program for socialisation for the Bantul district-
level agencies. However, researchers see this as a top-down approach. On the other hand, there
has been no effort to bring people's aspirations into a more significant (bottom-up) discussion.

Community radio and relevance to the community

Community presence is significant for community radio. Therefore, maintaining relevance with
the community is urgent. The research results show that closeness to the community is not
formed through issue representation but through the radio's ability to meet people's
entertainment needs. In general, the representation of the problems and advocacy for
community interests are not the main aspects that make radio relevant to its community.

This finding means that the future of community radio, especially Swaka FM and BBM
FM, which still exist today, must continue to be fought for. In other words, positioning the
community, including the audience, as entities that depend on the existence of radio actually
weakens community media in a strong rhizome structure. From a rhizome perspective,
community media is not an entity that merely serves its audience (thus forming a mutually
dependent relationship). More than that, the media must be able to become a connector in a
fluid network. That is why, in a briefer explanation, the rhizome approach highlights fluidity in
society and media (Santana & Carpentier, 2010). It means that media organisations can remain
in local communities and simultaneously engage in trans-local networks (Santana & Carpentier,
2010).

The conclusion is based on several field findings, including interviews and observations.
For example, this is evident in the way Swaka FM develops its broadcast content. Swaka FM
builds its radio presence through two things: broadcast content and community involvement in
off-air events. In its broadcasts, Swaka FM aims to maintain an interactive, informal tone. The
interactivity in question involves listeners in the programs they create. For example, facilitating
listeners to do karaoke by coming directly to the studio, live via telephone, or sending their voice
recordings to be heard during the event broadcast.

This interactivity fosters closeness during and after the event by livestreaming on social
media. In his interview, the manager of Swaka FM said that after being on-air, many people got
to know them better. Likewise, people who interact with the event take special pride in being
better known and often receive a lot of praise from listeners of the radio broadcast. These
informal interactions make Swaka FM better able to serve as a media that facilitates residents'
hobbies and entertainment rather than advocating for community issues.

Community involvement in off-air events such as celebrating Indonesian independence,
charity events supporting orphans, and others helps foster closeness between Swaka FM and
listeners. This closeness also makes residents willing to contribute to various radio financing
projects. Swaka FM provides donors who help fund operations in return for business
advertisements displayed during broadcasts. Source 2 called it a symbiotic mutualism.

In the context of Angkringan FM radio, the representation of issues and the community
radio's ability to advocate for residents fosters closeness. The idealism makes Angkringan FM's
presence relevant to listeners over the long term. However, the lack of resources to maintain the
radio's presence and absorb publicissues ultimately led to its decline. This condition was evident
in the years before it ceased broadcasting, when entertainment broadcasts increased while
political issues dwindled. Subsequently, new media emerged, seemingly replacing Angkringan
FM as a catalyst for public matters. Angkringan FM's founders stated that the website they
developed, angkringan.web.id, remained operational even after the radio broadcasts ceased.
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Community radio and the crossroads

The intersection of technology, regulation, and community issues is essential in shaping radio's
ability to remain relevant to its community. In this section, the researcher also wishes to
demonstrate how technology does not always emerge as the answer to the existence of
community media. This way aligns with the research objective of using the Rhizome approach to
move away from traditional, dichotomous perspectives.

In Law No. 32 concerning Broadcasting and Ministerial Regulation No. 39 of 2012, it has
been determined that the transmission power of this media is low with a limited area coverage
(Menteri Komunikasi dan Informatika RI, 2012; Undang-Undang Rl Nomor 32 Tahun 2002
Tentang Penyiaran, 2002). On the one hand, technology can expand reach. However, expanding
reach also has consequences for programming and content. The more local the content, the
more it seems the program is not connected to listeners in a wide broadcast capacity.

The management of Saka FM stated that broadcast coverage restrictions were no longer
a problem forthem. Using all social media (YouTube, TikTok, Instagram) and live streaming using
the website (https://www.radiosakajogja.com/) makes the radius limitation meaningless.

The development of social media has enabled Saka FM to improve constantly. One of
them is creating interesting programs because, according to them, good programs will always
get listeners. Plus, innovations that bring listeners closer to the broadcaster through the live
Instagram feature. By utilising the broadcaster's followers, they are expected to also listen to
Saka FM broadcasts.

Technology also makes the success parameters for an event program visible on social
media—for example, the number of streamers and the amount of feedback on WhatsApp.
Promoting events via Instagram and other social media is another way to invite listeners. The
strategy also runs on Swaka FM, which often goes live on its Facebook page.

The BBM FM activist or source 1 stated that although the radio coverage is not limited to
a 2.5 km radius, the spirit of ‘from the residents for the residents’ has not changed. The main
challenge currently occurring is how to manage radio broadcasts seriously. The scale of their
broadcast power means they don't want to be labelled as a random community radio station.

The presence of YouTube as an innovation during the pandemic also provides new
enthusiasm. The number of viewers is also a concern. The visual characteristics of listeners,
especially the younger generation, are also challenging, especially if they raise cultural themes
that are not popular with young listeners. Until now, BBM FM has been looking for a formula to
continue to survive in broadcasting cultural programs.

Swaka FM routinely goes live on Facebook when broadcasting. The goal is to expand
radio reach so that more listeners can participate interactively. Apart from relying on listeners
who come directly to the radio, the presence of social media can make their broadcasts reach
far beyond 2.5 km. Swaka FM management even stated that the limited radius stipulated in the
regulations was not something they regretted. The presence of technology means that it is no
longer an obstacle.

Of the three radio stations that will still be broadcasting in 2024 (Swaka FM and BBM FM
continue broadcasting until 2026), Swaka FM is the community radio station that uses social
media the least. Interviews and observations show that many of their listeners still use radios with
regular antennas. It shows that technology is not the only factor that keeps community media
alive.

One of the Combine Research Institution (CRI) experts recognised the impact of
technology, especially new media. Source 5 stated that during the 2013-2014 period, many
community radio activities continued. However, as social media became a phenomenon in 2015-
2016, the number of community radio stations decreased and has continued to decline. On the
other hand, the emergence of new technologies makes it more challenging to define community
radio. Researchers observe that the presence of social media indicates that the navigation of
social issues needs to be sharpened. Social media does not necessarily demonstrate the
relevance of technological adaptation, but it does change the way people live, including how
they manage individual and community issues.
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Community media through the lens of a rhizome

In general, this research aims to answer two research questions: how community radio stations
manage community issues in Yogyakarta and how they remain relevant to their communities.
The research results show several interesting findings that answer the problem formulation.

First, the community radio stations (Saka FM, BBM FM, and Swaka FM) have experienced
stagnation in capturing community realities. Socio-political issues, including local political
dynamics, are currently a problem for Yogyakarta society. This condition arises because there is
no connection or interconnection between community radio and the community's social and
political concerns and awareness.

This lack of interconnection stems from regulations that have never positioned
community radio to engage with other issues, actors, and organisations. For example, in rules,
community media is defined by specific boundaries, such as Indonesian legal entities
established by the community, independent and non-commercial, with limited transmission
power and reach, and established to serve the interests of their community (Sjuchro et al., 2024).
At this point, researchers observed that regulation actually placed community media in a
position of polarisation, which the rhizome approach rejected. Thus, regulation in Indonesia
systematically rendered community media irrelevant to their communities.

Entertainment content is often chosen because the public widely accepts it
Entertainment content with cultural nuances is part of a survival strategy and an effort to maintain
a local feel, helping remain visible as community radio. Still, they run the radio business like a
private radio. This condition aligns with the rhizome approach, which holds that the perspective
that positions community media as alternative media is contingent, as what is considered
alternative can become mainstream at another time (Carpentier et al., 2003b, 2003a).

Deleuze states that, from a rhizomatic perspective, community media is imagined as a
network connecting various points (Carpentier, 2016). BBM FM can develop interconnections
with organisational networks and other actors, but interconnections with countries and markets
have not been implemented optimally. Relations with the government are still limited to funding
efforts through grants. Efforts to cross national borders have been made but are still restricted
to broadcast coverage and have not yet built a solid movement. Although BBM FM (and other
radio stations) ignored these restrictions, this situation should not be overlooked.

Angkringan FM, which is no longer broadcasting, has the potential to function as a
rhizome because it was built on high information needs and is managed according to journalism
principles and reform ideals. The principles of journalism indirectly facilitate the rhizome spirit,
the catalyst that connects many issues, interests, and actors.

At this point, the researcher states that community radio is stagnating in capturing the
reality of the community because it has not been able to utilise its fluidity aspects in society and
the media world. Efforts to build networks across organisations and actors have not been carried
out optimally. Deleuze said that, from a rhizome perspective, community media are not just
actors but also play a catalytic role and serve as a meeting point for various organisations and
movements (Carpentier, 2007, 2016).

In the researcher's view, acting as a catalyst requires deep awareness to raise community
issues and concerns about socio-political realities, and the ability to serve as a liaison between
actors and organisations. The simple thing that can be maximised to become a catalyst is for the
program to adopt this idea wherever possible by bringing together diverse opinions in the
broadcast space. For example, a catalytic spirit can be realised when news or talk shows adopt
wider community or societal concerns as part of uniting ideas and opinions. Extensive radio
broadcasts are not only used to expand audience reach but also to link various interests.

In the context of this research, this position is difficult for community radio to carry out.
In the researcher's view, community radio experiences structural powerlessness to function as a
rhizome, thereby unable to become a catalyst and build comprehensive interconnections. Once
again, this is because regulations position community media as media with limited reach and
management.

The second research result is that the relevance between community radio and its
community is not based on the radio's ability to absorb community issues. In general, the
representation of the problems and advocacy for community interests are not the main aspects
that make radio relevant to its community.
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Researchers find that the use of technology indirectly makes community radio less
sensitive to socio-political realities and more focused on expanding its audience reach.

It is at this point that closeness to community issues becomes neglected. Social media
presence also makes it easier for managers to expand their audience. On the one hand, the
success of community radio is ultimately measured by social media metrics.

Researchers note that although the rhizome approach does not highlight the role of
community media as a public space, but rather its catalytic role (Carpentier et al., 2003b, 2003a),
the ability to become a public space also determines how community radio can become as a
catalyst. The above explanation can be summarised in the chart below (Figure 1).

Community
radio

‘ v Technoligy Social media
e [ parameters
Structural ,/'
powerlessness  [™« Regulation Limited range
(Law No. 32 of (== and
‘ 2002 ) management

Failed
-

Catalytic role

L 2

Less sensitive and distance
from the community

¥

Comprehensive
interconnections

Figure 1. Summary of research results
Source: Author (2026)

By becoming a public space, sensitivity and awareness will be built, fostering
interconnections. By becoming a public space and a catalyst, community radio will become an
instrument that not only voices community-related issues but also does much more. From a
rhizome perspective, Deleuze states that community radio contributes to rearticulating
impartiality and neutrality into involvement and grouping of people and organisations active in
various struggles for equality (or other issues) (Santana & Carpentier, 2010).

CONCLUSION
This research concludes with two significant findings. First, community radio has experienced
stagnation in capturing community realities—especially socio-political issues, which are a
problem for Yogyakarta society today. However, researchers consider that BBM FM has
significant potential to play a larger role in bringing community issues to light, as it can build
interconnectivity and break out of the dichotomy of community radio in terms of geography and
management. Secondly, the relevance of community radio to its community is not based on its
ability to address community issues, but rather on its role as an entertainment medium. This
result means that the existence of community radio within the rhizome structure must continue
to be fought for. From a robust perspective, interconnectivity is not only demonstrated through
the radio's interaction with its listeners through programmes, but also through its role as a
catalyst and connector between entities. In this case, entertainment content is not strong enough
to sustain community radio.

In the context of this research, community radio's position as a rhizome is also
challenging to achieve due to structural powerlessness. This condition stems from regulations
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that position community media in a narrow dichotomy, relegating them to the bottom of the
Indonesian media industry hierarchy. Limits on transmission power and funding make
community media an ‘alternative’ to commercial media. Although these regulatory restrictions
are often ignored by community radio, this has resulted in a low level of community media
discourse in Indonesia.

In the future, the rhizome perspective in the context of community media in the digital
landscape needs to be further developed to increase discourse on this issue across the academic
and public spheres. This approach is also one way to overcome the problem of structural
powerlessness.

REFERENCES

Adam, A. (2018, February 11). Media “Nasional” tapi Rasa Jakarta. Tirto.Id. https://tirto.id/media-nasional-tapi-rasa-
jakarta-cEBS

Adam, C. (2022). On Overview of Community Media. Journal of Mass Communication and Journalism, 12(2).

Adebayo, J. O., Bulani, G. J., & Matsilele, T. (2022). The Potential of Community Radio in Fostering Economic
Empowerment of Youths in The Cape Flats Communities. Communicare : Journal of Communication Studies,
8(1), 22. https://doi.org/10.37535/101009120223

Amadu, M. F. (2025). Voices from the Margins: How Community Radio Constructs Identity and Enables Participation in
Rural Ghana. Journal of Radio & Audio Medlia. https://doi.org/10.1080/19376529.2025.2592916

Armando, A. (2014). Urgensi Sistem Siaran Televisi Berjaringan. Politica, 5(1). https://doi.org/10.22212/jp.v5i1.333

Ashrianto, P. D., Nurhaeni, I. D. A., Utari, P., & Hastjarjo, S. (2024). Adaptation and Existence of Community Radio in
Yogyakarta Indonesia. The 7th Conference on Communication, Culture and Media Studies, 53-64.

Birowo, M. A. (2004). Melawan Hegemoni Media dengan Strategi Komunikasi Berpusat pada Masyarakat. Jurnal ilmu
komunikasi, 1(1), 37-72. https://doi.org/10.24002/jik.v2i2.246

Birowo, M. A.(2010). Community Radio and Grassroots Democracy: A Case Study of Three Villages in Yogyakarta Region,
Indonesia. Curtin University of Technology.

Budiman, A. (2014). Penataan Lembaga Penyiaran Komunitas Dalam Akvitas Penyiaran Di Indonesia. Politica, 5(1), 61-
77. https://doi.org/10.22212/jp.v5i1.335

Carpentier, N. (2007). Translocalism, Community Media and the City (pp. 1-28). Centre fo Studies on Media and Culture
(Cemeso).

Carpentier, N. (2016). Community media as rhizome: Expanding the research agenda. Journal of Alternative &
Community Media, 1(1), 4-6. https://doi.org/10.1386/joacm_00003_1

Carpentier, N., Lie, R., & Servaes, J. (2003a). Community Media: Muting the democratic media discourse? Continuum,
17(1), 51-68. https://doi.org/10.1080/1030431022000049010

Carpentier, N., Lie, R., & Servaes, J. (2003b). Is There a Role and Place for Community Media in the Remit? In Broadcasting
& Convergence: New Articulations of the Public Service Remit. Nordicom.

Chaparro-Dominguez, M.-A., Parratt-Fernandez, S., & Mayoral-Sanchez, J.(2025). GenAlin journalism: An ethical analysis
of implications, best practices, and challenges. Online Journal of Communication and Media Technologies,
15(4), e202530. https://doi.org/10.30935/0jcmt/17320

Creswell, J. W. (2009). Research Design. Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches (Third Edition). SAGE
Publications, Inc.

Creswell, J. W., & Miller, D. L. (2000). Determining Validity in Qualitative Inquiry. Theory Into Practice, 39(3), 124-130.
https://doi.org/10.1207/s15430421tip3903_2

de Regt, M. (2024). Online Community Radio ‘On the Margins.’ Juctions, 8(2), 86-99. https://doi.org/10.33391/jgjh.202

Eddyono, A. S., & Hanathasia, M. (2018). Belenggu aturan, negosiasi, dan eksistensi radio komunitas: Studi pada Radio
Balai Budaya Minomartani dan Wijaya di Yogyakarta. Journal Communication Spectrum: Capturing New
Perspectives in Communication, 8(1), 15. https://doi.org/10.36782/jcs.v8i1.1810

Fudholi, A., & Eddyono, A. S. (2025). Exploring The Management Of Community Radio In The Digital Era: A Case Study
Of Radio Bamba. Journal of Social Research, 04(09), 2665-2681. https://doi.org/10.55324/josr.v4i9.2785

Gustavito, W. F., & Nasdian, F. T. (2021). Hubungan antara partisipasi masyarakat dengan kesuksesan radio komunitas
(Kasus: Radio Telekomunikasi Cipta Universitas Indonesia). Jurnal Sains Komunikasi Dan Pengembangan
Masyarakat, 05(01), 202-219. https://doi.org/10.29244/jskpm.v5i1.807

Haryono, C. G., Bungin, B., & Teguh, M. (2024). The guardian of local culture: The dynamic of Indonesian local television
to survive against global media onslaught. Journal of Information, Communication and Ethics in Society, 23(1).
https://doi.org/10.1108/JICES-08-2024-0123

Howley, K. (2007). Community Media and the Public Sphere. In Media Studies: Key Issues & Debates (1st ed.). SAGE
Publications Ltd.

Kompas Cyber Media. (2009, February 26). Jumlah Radio Komunitas di DIY Merosot. KOMPAS.com.
https://regional.kompas.com/read/2009/02/26/19364328/jumlah-radio-komunitas-di-diy-merosot

M, D.S., & Urrahmah, S. (2025). Challenges of Community Radio in The Digital Era. Electronic Journal of Education, Social
Economics and Technology, 6(1), 537-543. https://doi.org/10.33122/ejeset.v6i1.803

Masduki, & D'Haenens, L. (2022). Concentration of Media Ownership in Indonesia: A Setback for Viewpoint Diversity.
International Journal of Communication, 16, 2239-2259.

Masroni, S. (2023). Dewan Pers Sebut 5 Tren Media Siber di Indonesia, Termasuk Jakarta Sentris. Serambinews.
https://aceh.tribunnews.com/2023/08/11/dewan-pers-sebut-5-tren-media-siber-di-indonesia-termasuk-
jakarta-sentristigoogle_vignette

Menteri Komunikasi dan Informatika RIl. (2012). Peraturan menteri komunikasi dan informatika Nomor 39 tahun 2012.
Menteri Komunikasi dan Informatika RI.

263



The rhizome perspective: a case study on community radio in Yogyakarta, Indonesia- doi: 10.25139/jsk.v10i1.11089
Yustitia, S.

Moffat, B., Moffat, F., Osunkunle, O., & Mutinta, G. (2025). Exploring Sustainability Challenges That Hinder Community
Radio From Facilitating Development of Grassroots Communities. Journal of Asian and African Studies, 60(6),
3799-3819. https://doi.org/10.1177/00219096241235304

Mpehongwa, G. (2024). Challenges and Opportunities of Community Radio Stations in Tanzania. International Journal
of Social Science and Humanities Research, 12(2). https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.12155904

Mubarog, H., & Qur'aini, E. F. (2023). Radio komunitas sebagai media alternatif untuk pemberdayaan masyarakat. Jisos:
jurnal ilmu sosial, 2(6), 1801-1806.

Newman, N.(2026). Journalism and technology trends and predictions 2026. Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism.
https://doi.org/10.60625/RISJ-PS1D-NP11

Nugroho, Y., Putri, D. A, & Laksmi, S. (2013). Mapping the landscape of the media industry in contemporary Indonesia
(Engaging Media, Empowering Society: Assessing Media Policy and Governance in Indonesia through the
Lens of Citizens' Rights). Centre for Innovation Policy and Governance (CIPG) & HIVOS.

Prasetyo, I. (2019, June 22). Angkringan adalah Fast Food Asli Indonesia. Solopos.Com.
https://kolom.solopos.com/angkringan-adalah-fast-food-asli-indonesia-1000002

Putra, F. F., & Damayanti, L. P. (2021). Ruang Publik Itu Bernama Media Komunitas. Combine Resource Institution.

Rahayu, Pamungkas, T. B., Paramastri, M. A., & Nurmalita, W. (2025). Content diversity under a digital regime: A case
study of the television broadcasting industry in  Indonesia. Media  Asia, 52(3).
https://doi.org/10.1080/01296612.2024.2429449

Santana, M., & Carpentier, N. (2010). Mapping the rhizome. Organizational and informational networks of two Brussels
alternative radio stations. Telematics and Informatics, 27(2), 162-176.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tele.2009.07.003

Setiawan, L. D. (2024, April 18). Sulitnya televisi lokal bermigrasi digital, bagaimana solusinya? The Conversation.
http://theconversation.com/sulitnya-televisi-lokal-bermigrasi-digital-bagaimana-solusinya-227293

Sitepu, Y. S., Lubis, L. A., Humaizi, H., & Nurbani, N. (2024). The Role of Community Radio in Multicultural Integration.
Proceedings of the World Conference on Governance and Social Sciences (WCGSS 2023), Advances in Social
Science, Education and Humanities Research, 843, 92-101. https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-236-1_11

Sjuchro, D. W. (2017). Pelaksanaan Regulasi Penyiaran di Daerah, Studi Di Sepuluh Provinsi. Kajian Jurnalisme, 1(1), 81-
89. https://doi.org/10.24198/kj.v1i1.12226

Sjuchro, D. W., Prasetya, T. B., Rintyarna, B. S., Prasastiningtyas, W., & Rezeki, S. R. . (2024). Adaptation of Community
Radio in the New Media Age. International Journal of Science and Society, 6(2), 492-506.
https://doi.org/10.54783/ijsoc.v6i2.1168

Sjuchro, D. W., Sjafirah, N. A, & Khadijah, U. L. S.(2021). Community for Community: A Significant Feature of Community
Radio for Economic Development. Review of International Geographical Education, 11(5), 93-99.
https://doi.org/10.48047/rigeo.11/5/9

Syarief, S. (2025, April 25). The Media in Indonesia: Journalism Between the State and Oligarchs. University of
Pennsylvania. Perry World House. https://perryworldhouse.upenn.edu/news-and-insight/the-media-in-
indonesia-journalism-between-the-state-and-oligarchs/

Undang-undang RI Nomor 32 tahun 2002 tentang Penyiaran. (2002).

Wahyuningsih, S. (2014). Analisis Kendala Perizinan Spektrum Frekuensi Radio untuk Radio Komunitas. Buletin Pos dan
Telekomunikasi, 12(1), 29-38. https://doi.org/10.17933/bpostel.2014.120103

Widyaningrum, R., & Setiawan, D. (2017). Peran dan eksistensi radio komunitas dalam kehidupan hegemoni media
terkait regulasi penyiaran. In Search, 16(2), 63-73. https://doi.org/10.37278/insearch.v16i2.20

Yin, R. K. (2003). Case Study Research Design and Methods (Third Edition). SAGE Publications.

Yudaninggar, K. S. (2019). Reformulasi Regulasi Radio Komunitas di Indonesia. POPULIKA, 7(1), 94-107.
https://doi.org/10.37631/populika.v7i1.30

Zuhri, S., Utomo, W. P, Edvra, P. A,, Tristi, M. A., Wendratama, E., Paramastri, M. A., Kurnia, N., Adiputra, W. M., Rianto,
P., Suci, P.L.N., Aprilia, M. P., Rahayu, & Masduki. (2023). Media Ownership and Political Affiliation in Indonesia.
PR2Media.

264



